
10th grade English 2 
School Year 2020-2021 

Mrs. Beamesderfer 
  

E-mail: paige.beamesderfer@yourcharlotteschools.net 
** Reaching a phone during class is difficult. You will receive a much faster response by e-mail. 
  
Materials needed: 
·            Pens (for classwork) 
·            Pencils (for tests) 
·            Loose leaf paper 
·            Highlighter 
  
LBHS provides: Media Center, handouts, classroom texts, access to technology. 
  

Major Concepts/Content:  The purpose of this course is to provide grade 10 students, using 
texts of high complexity, integrated language arts study in reading, writing, speaking, listening, 
and language for college and career preparation and readiness.  
  

Academic Objectives:  Our primary focus will be analyzing/comparing literature, developing 
writing skills, and increasing proficiency in grammar usage.  We will read many different genres 
including novels, poetry, prose, drama, and nonfiction. This school year our reading list includes 
Of Mice and Men, Alas,Babylon, Macbeth, and selections from Collections and FSA prep 
materials. 
  

Course Policies: 
CLASSROOM RULES: 
·       Bring all needed materials to class. 
·       Respect and be polite to all people. 
·       DO NOT talk or leave your desk when someone else is talking. 
·       NO drink without a top. 
·       Obey all rules in the Student Code of Conduct. 
 
*Severe offenses will be sent immediately to administration with a referral. 
 
·   District policy on plagiarism: If the student is caught plagiarizing any information, it will result in 
a grade of 0%. In addition, administration and parents will be notified. 
 
Attendance: It is important that you attend class regularly. It is impossible to make up group 
work and class discussions. Assignments may be made up, but it is impossible to gain the 
emotion and insight that may have been achieved during class discussion. 
 



MAKE UP WORK: It is the STUDENT'S RESPONSIBILITY to check Google Classroom or the 
make up folder available in class. These resources contain predicted assignments for each 
week. Therefore, a student may see what is expected if an absence is anticipated, as well as 
check for missed assignments from a previous day's absence.  One day absent = two days for 
make up work.  
At the high school level, students with excused absences will be permitted and encouraged to 
make up work, tests, and quizzes and will not receive an academic penalty unless the work is 
not made up within the allowable time frame.  
In the case of unexcused absences, up to 30% can be deducted from the earned grade for work 
completed within the allowable time frame. 
 
Grading:  A total points system will be used in this class to determine a student's grade. Each 
assignment will be worth 100 points. At the end of the grading period, the points will be added 
and the total divided by the number of assignments to determine the grade in each assignment 
category (listed below).  Assignments are weighted according to importance and/or time 
involved. 
  

Classwork/Homework = 25% 
Quizzes/Projects = 35% 
Tests/Common Assessments = 40% 
  

Grading Scale:  A=90-100 B=80-89 C=70-79 D=60-69 F=0-59 
  

Late Work Policy:  If you do not have your homework ready to be turned in by the time you 
arrive in class on the day it is due, it is late, this includes turning it in at the end of the class 
period or at the end of the school day.  Each day it is the late, it will lose one letter grade. 

Extra Credit 

I believe that extra credit encourages and rewards poor academic choices; therefore, extra 
credit opportunities will be rare and should be taken advantage of whenever offered. 

FOCUS 

When you want to know your grade, please check FOCUS. I will do my very best to keep grades 
as up to date as possible – I usually update grades twice each week with the possible exception 
of major projects and essays, which may require additional grading time.  If you have a question 
about something you see on FOCUS or notice that I’ve made a mistake, please come talk to me 
or send me an email. 

Google Classroom (Online Portal) 

We will utilize Google Classroom to house course assignments and documents. It will be 
updated regularly. The course can be accessed at: classroom.google.com. 

Classroom Procedures – How the class will run on a daily basis 



Seating 

·        I will assign seats on an as-needed basis. I would prefer that you sit where you are 
comfortable and behave appropriately so that my intervention is unnecessary. 

Leaving Class 

·        If you are not in class, you are not learning. Plan to use the bathroom or get a drink of 
water before or after class. 
·        If you have an emergency, please sign out, get the bathroom pass, and exit the room 
without disrupting the class. 
·        Please do not raise your hand and interrupt classroom instruction to ask to go to the 
bathroom, and do not interrupt class on your return to find out what you have missed.  
·        20/10 Rule: Please do your best to adhere to the 20/10 rule as your bladder allows. 

 Classroom Policies – What I expect from you 

Classroom Equipment 

·        Show respect for all classroom equipment (furniture, books, walls, whiteboards, etc.) as 
you are responsible for this equipment during the time you are using it. 
·        Do not write on the white board unless you have been asked to do so. 
·        Do not erase anything on the white board unless you have been asked to do so. 
·        Do not open the cabinets unless you have been asked to do so. 
·        Throw away your trash. 
·        If you make a mess, clean it up. 

Teacher’s Desk 

Just as I would not dream of going into your purse or backpack, I expect that you treat my desk 
with the same respect. Do not take pens, pencils, paper, paper clips, etc. off of my desk. There 
is a student supply station set up for the things you may use. Do not sit in my chair or look at my 
computer or even walk behind my desk unless I ask you to do so or as needed during a 
lockdown drill/situation.  It goes without saying that we are living through an historical 
pandemic.  Personal space is more important than ever.  Please respect everyone’s 
personal space in the classroom. 

Electronic Devices 

At the right time and place, electronic devices are great. When they can aide and enhance 
learning, I love them! If you choose to risk bringing your expensive equipment to school, there 
are times when it is appropriate for you to use it.  For example, I may ask you to use your 
headphones/earbuds with the Chrome Books.  However, I will rarely ask you to use your phone 
in lieu of the technology provided for you through the school. 



·        We will have access to technology daily via Chrome Books and the school’s computer 
lab.  Therefore, virtually any and all research or writing will be conducted through these 
devices and not your phones. 
·        I do ask that you respect lecture and whole group discussion time by having all 
electronic devices out of sight and out of mind. 
·        At no time should I ever see or hear your devices. 
·        I do not want to see you playing games on any of your devices at any time. If you’re 
playing games, you aren’t learning from academic practices. 
·        I take zero responsibility for your equipment. Anything you bring into this classroom is at 
your own risk.  
·        The school is not responsible for providing you with outlets to charge your phones.  This 
is a classroom, not a charging station.  I will unplug any phone I find plugged into the outlets 
in this classroom. 

No Name = No Grade 

Because I’m not a mind reader or a handwriting analyst, please remember to put your name on 
your paper.  Grades will be entered as a “0” until the nameless paper has been claimed by its 
owner. 

Plagiarism/Cheating 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated under any circumstances. We will discuss specifics of plagiarism 
in class, but you all know better already. The following are but a few examples of actions that 
will be considered plagiarism: 

·        Copying and pasting anything without correct documentation and citation. 
·        Copying another’s homework – both of you will receive a zero. 
·        Turning in a paper that you already used in another class. 
·        Using others’ information without in-text citations and a Works Cited page. 
·        Looking at someone’s paper during a test, quiz, or exam. 
·        Talking during a test, quiz, or exam. 
·        Accessing an electronic device during a test, quiz, or exam. 

Minimally, all of the above will result in a zero on that assignment with no chance to make it up. 
Depending on the severity of the offense, further disciplinary action may be taken. Repeat 
offenses will definitely result in disciplinary action and possible failure of the course. 

Typical Class Schedule: 
·            Do Now, including grammar skills or written response (15 min.) 
·            Writing strategies, reading, or literature discussions (30 min.) 
·            Wrap-up (5 min.) 
  
 *Any scenario not covered on this syllabus will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.  
 
 


